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Ben Barka Case: Why the AhductionH 


By PETER BRAESTRUP 

Special to The New York Times 


PARIS, Jd 
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"I* mji 


brother living? Is he dead? Lea 
those who claim to know speaq 
out." 

Thus did Mehdl Ben Barka’: 
jbrother, Abdelkader, wearilj 
I appeal on French television last 
[night for news of the centra 
! figure in a trans-Mediterranean 
'scandal that has rocked Pari, 
land threatened a break between! 
President de Gaulle and Kingf 
Hassan II of Morocco. 

Mr. Ben Barka, a t5-ycar-old 
loftwing political exile who had 
Wandered abroad since mid- 
1963, was ' kidnapped at noon 
here last, Oct. 29. 

He was, taken by a car froml 
the sidewalk. ; outside a newj. 
Amcrican-style “drug store” onj 
the Boulevard Saint-Germain 
des-Prds on the Loft Bank. In 
volvcd in the plot against him] 
were French secret agents,) 
French underworld figures and, 
allegedly, three Moroccan offi- 
cials headed by the Interior| 
Minister, Gen. Mohammed! 
Oufkir. 

Why was Mr. Ben Barka kid 
napped ? 

Was this little, intense, bushy- 
browed founder of Morocco’s 
left-wing Opposition regarded 
as a political ■ threat, to the 
King ? Or was General Oufkir, 
as Abdelkader . Ben Barka 
charges, trying to cut short a 
reconciliation between the King 
and his long-time foe ? * 

The answer lies perhaps in 
the cruel intricacies of Morocc?,n|i| 
politics, a special Arab blend 
of .personal 'feuds and shifting 
alliances, of sudden ’‘fraternity" 
and sudden denunciation,. 


A Grocer's Son 


Mchdi Ben Barka, the son of 
a grocer, had been an articulate 
jtempetuous fighter in this By- 
zantine climate much of his 

[life 


He was still a teen-age stu- 


dent of mathematics at a sec- 
ondary school in his native 
Rabat when he joined the semi-! 
^clandestine movement for Mo- 
roccan Independence from 
France. ■' 

He infuriated his French 
teachers by showing up one day 
in class wearing an oversized 
! “chechia,” the traditional oone- 
like cap of Moroccan Moslems, 
and, before World War II, a 
nationalist symbol. 

Not long afterward, at the H 


'University of Algiers, he be- 


came first a member, then pres-- 
ldent of the Association of North 
African Students, grouping! 
young nationalist firebrands' 
from Tunisia, Morocco and; 
^Ugaeia~— - • 1 . 1 



"Bin BarJifTS ,411 ambition, 
man,” the Princes was repor 
to have told the radical’ 
^|||H|®'^.friends. "He wants to do to! 
„s..'*..,as| muc h, a nd so he won't .accom| 
SSSfftl plish anything in the end." 

■pia In the fight for. independence! 
Mr, Ben Barka spent more than! 
three years between 1951 an! 
1954 under house arrest in th- 


* A Moroccan Sahara, helped reor 

Wnni-TA Tr.Ho.ln1 4-.. 


'ganize the Istiqlal party an<| 

I 


participated in the negotiation, 


Melidi Ren Barka 


s in 1955 that led to end of thi 
§i|| French protectorate. 

After independence in 1956 htj 
Was elected president o: 
'the National Consultative As 
scmbly, which became his per[ 
S-J sonal forum if little more. 

Although Mr. Ben Bark 
_ pledged fidelity to ' Mohammec| 
H V, the King tired of the Assem 
bly's polemics and dissolved itl 
.^Mca.Tiwhiie Mr. Ben Barka ha-cl 
broken with the conservative!! 
I wing of istiqlal, made off with 
I; the left wing and founded thd 
National Union of Papulai| 
Forces: in 1&39 ’ " 

With strong Socialist leanings] 


During- this period, he was 


vaguely echoing the slogans oil, 


rresjed several times by the 


the French left, the new partji 


a msc sasres ssaer a 

naticlan. His French friends on Police Abuses Denounced 

I ^5. Al^'® rs * acl !ity Intervened While his fellow leftists guincc 
[ /1 ,}. , e - m'thoritic-s when his ministerial posts in periodic 
olitical activities brought po-;cabinet shuffles, Mr, Ben Bark; 
.cemcn -to his door. fiercely attacked police abuse: 

hen Mi.. Ben Barka returnedlin .fiery Arabic, called-, for the 

Rabat in 1943, his fellow Mo- seizure of French-owned farm 
..Can i/lcGliCcituals were seeth-vlftriri and rnnhillsafinn 


4o 


Joccah mteucctuais were seeth-, ]and and "the mobilization o4 
|ig - with nationalist fervor,] Morocco's human resources 




emulated by allied promises ofj It was Mr. Ben Barka’s' hey- 
If-detennmation and France's; day. He was hailed by left-wins 
artund defeats. 'Paris intellectuals and by Mo! 

Mos.em high school students; roccan street crowds. , 

fcfuscd to attend classes in pro- Of the Istiqlal old guard, hlsl 
,st against; French, rule. Mr. former companions and poiitl 
on Barka nimseu took pa.rt in, cal elders, he would sat': 

.leet clashes with French riot! "They ‘talk of a revolution ini 
Jlicemen in Fez and Casa-.M o ror.co . But they only talk. Ini 
+ a f‘, ca ;, ■ , fact, they, have done is take! 

At the age of 24, ostensibly jo ver power from the French. 


piy a high school teacher of-| 
athematics at Rabat, he be- 
bme one of the most active 
fillers - of the nationalist Isti- 
<al (Independence) party. 


Mr. Ben !' |3arka drew thel 
enmity of Rabat conservatives,; 
the army, the- Moslem landown- 
ers and jealous left-wingers asl 
iwell 


The _ Sultan of Morocco, who! From 1960 to 1962, he' lived 
ter became independent Mo-. in Paris as a kind of semi-exile, 
ic.co s first King as Moham- .studying "econometrics," trav- 
ed V chose Mr. Ben Barka asking to Peking, Havana, Cairo 
ie of the tutors for his young | a .nd other "revolutionary” cap- 
in ’ P nnce Hassan. The Prince ji tabs. He was deeply impressed 
succee< * to tee throncjby the austere Chinese Comrau- 
A ,■ .. . [nist approach. 

-! 30 . 1 }?. was created “That’s the only way an un- 
etween the bright but fun-lov- c!er< l evelo P 0 d country like ours 
igr' Prince and his austere tutor Cfin 3T 0W ," he told a friend 
ho was later to attack bitterly* atRr - 

he luxurious living habits of But - in Morocco, where even 
dependent. Morocco’s ruling 1 ^' 1 der? of Hie officially banned 
.asses.,, "v .Communist party build -back-j 

tyard swimming pools, 


thel 
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Peking- approach found little; 
but verbal sympathy. 

Mr. Ben Barka won election;; 
'from Rabat to Morocco's short-) 
'.lived National Assembly in- 
1963. , t 


Soon afterward, in July, the : 
povernment unveiled a left- 1 
Jwing "plot” against the King.) 
[Mr. Ben Barka happened to be! 
'[traveling abroad and escaped) 
larrcst, 

He was' sentenced to death 
[twice in > absentia — .once for 
Allegedly having been- involved 
n the July "plot," and again- 
for publicly having sided in 
jpairo with Algeria in the brief 
]|Algerian-Moroccan border war 
ater in 1963. 


Family Installed in Cairo 

For Mr. Ben Barka. it was 
:he beginning of the roving po-i 
itical exile that ended in his! 
kidnapping last October. 

Installing his wife, whom he) 
[tad married in 1949, and four 
ihildrcn in Cairo at the Nasser 
regime's expense, he roamed the 
’revolutionary" world again. 

He became a member of the 
Communist - backed African- 
Ksian Solidarity Commission in 

airo. 

He appeared ■ in Algiers but' 
rot little attention from the Al-i 
rerians despite his sympathy) 
or the then President Ahmed I 
3en Bella’s brand of Arab So-j 
ialism. 


Last year, he was put') 
jn charge of preparing the tri-| 
onlinental conference of revo-i; 
Jutlonists held this month in Ha-i| 
ana. But it was Moscow and:! 
’eking that called the shots,! 
fot Mr. Ben Barka. 

Back home, as time went on, I 

i ormer Deputy Premier .Ab-j 
errahim Bouabid and his allies) 
ook over as real leaders of the! 
ift-wlng party that Mr. Ben) 
Jarka had founded. 

In recent months,.’ They began 
he traditional undercover) 
ickering with King .Hassan III 
.1 or posts in a new Cabinet. Mr.; 
>en Barka.'s name dropped out 1 ; 
1 rom political gossip. 

Meanwhile, shuttling back and 1 


fbrth from Paris to Geneva to); 
is family in Cairo, Mr. Bent 
Barka also began some under-! 


cfever reconciliation talks with 
representatives of the King. 

In 1964, he worried aloud to 
-lends about being followed, 
jidnapped or assassinated by 
eneral Oufkir’s agents and 
fbreign accomplices. Later, he 
seemed mord optimistic, dis- 
.lssing compromises, “new op- 
ons," even' a possible modus 
vfvendl with the King's regime. 
But if his political power had 
lancd, Mr. Ben Barka still had 
hemif-s, notably General' Ouf-) 
!fr. What is more, after his k : d- 
nfipning, his old party associ- 
os did inot raise much public 
f#as. The •- royal palace was' 
lent, • 

As for the urban poor who! 
lice cheered Mr. Ben Barka’s j 
eflls for "social justice” and! 
" he installation of a concrete! 
mocracy,” they seemed to! 
all but forgotten him. Only ! 
aftrandful of Moroccan students! 
:monstrated' in his name. i 


I 




